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More is needed than
just larmers'word
GROV/COM CEO Alex Livingstone
expects us to take his word for it that
'growers use ... chemicals according to
the rules', and 'Given the strict conffols
on their use in horticulture, it is far

/*rmore likely that the poison originated
Irom another source'.

What 'rules' would these be, Mr Living-
stone? And what proof do you have that
these 'rules' are being followed?

Does anyone from Growcom eyer actual-
ly monitor these farms to ensure they are in
fact doing the right thing? Simply speaking
to people and blindly believing whatever
they say to protect their own interests is not
enough. And that is the only thing Cr Pid-
geon and l\tk Livingstone have done.

I am quite certain that at no time has
either Logan City Council or Growcom
made any concerted effort to check what the
farmers in Greenbank are spraying, and
when and in what concentrations, or to rein
in these chemical cowboys and force them
to follow industry best practice.

In Mr Livingstone's case, this is despite
being politely contacted by a member of my
household, in writing, in March 2011, ask-
ing for his help in getting the local farms to
comply with State Government guidelines
to prevent this stoush developing.

His response was to attack the correspon-

dent for being lanti-farmer'; no effort was
ever made to address the issue or seek solu-
tions.

It is the residents who are owed an apol-
ogy - from Growcom and Cr Pidgeon for
their inaction and their unfounded accusa-
tions against residents in the face of all the
evidence, and from the farmers for their
refusal to consider their neighbours'health
and safety despite repeated requests. Prom-
ises to plant buffer zones have turned out to
be just that; empty promiSes.

Five years ago, my own home was flood-
ed by over a metre of water after farmers on
Begley Road filled in Crewes Creek to
make room for more igloos, causing severe
flooding upstream.

We have seen bird kills numerous times
following spraying . in Harvest Road,
Thompson Road, Backwater Road and
Kingfisher Drive.

They spray, then birds die. Simple.
Observable. Obvious. Attacking the resi-
dents for speaking these ffuths does not
make them any less true. It's about time the
people who live here were afforded some
respect. Our rights should always rump
those of non-resident commercial enterpris-
es who have for yearc treated their neigh-
bours with contempt.

Liz Hall-Downs
Greenbank


