
POLICY PRINCIPLES

1. Good quality agricultural land has a special importance and should not be
built on unless there is an overriding need for the development in terms of
public benefit and no other site is suitable for the particular purpose
(Section 3).

2. The alienation of some productive agricultural land will inevitably occur
as a consequence of developmenf but the Government will not support
such alienation when equally viable alternatives exisf particularly where
developments that do not have very specific locational requirements (for
example, 'rural residential') are involved (Paragraphs 4.64.7),

3. When preparing reviewing or amending planning schemeso local
authorities will be expected to include provisions for the conservation of
good quality agricultural land" regardless of the effect of markel
fluctuations on its viability (Section 4).

4. The preparation of strategic plans should include an evaluation of
alternative forms of developmenf and significant weight should be given
to those strategies which mininise the impacts on good qualrty
agricultural land (Paragraph 4.24.3).

5. I)ue consideration should be given to the protection of good quaHty
agricultural land when applications far rezonings, consenf or subdivision
are being determined (Paragraph 4.1).

6. Where a planning scheme does not 'contain adequate agricultural land
conservation provisions, the Government will he guided by the principles
set out in this Policy when considering appHcations for the approval of
planning schemes, rezoning and other scheme 4mendments (paragraph
4.r).

7. The fact that existing farm units and smallholdings are not agriculturally
viable does not in itself justify their further subdivision or rezoning for
non-agricultural purposes. Subdivision provisions and poHcies should be
devised in a way that encourages amalgamation of titles where this would

. enhance farm viability (Paragraph 4.5).

8. Local Authority planning provisions should aim to minimise instances of
incompatible uses locating adjacent to agricultural operations in t
manner that inhibits normal farming practice. Where such instances do
ariseo measures to ameliorate potential conflicts should be devised
wherever possible (Paragraph 4.8).

Note: The Policy principles should be read in conjunction with the main text.
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